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SNOW  SURVEYS  AND  IBRIGATION  WATER  FORECASTS 
GILA  AND  SALT  RIVER  DRAINAGES  15  ARIZONA 
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January  15 ,  1945 


Frecipitation;    Precipitation  over  northern  Arizona,  October  to  December,  IqUU, 
inclusive,  was  3*39  inches  as  compared  v/ith  20£1  inches  for  this  sane  period,  19^3* 
The  amount  3*39  inches  is  only  0»06  below  normal  for  this  section  of  the  state. 
So  far  in  January  the  rainfall  has  been  of  no  consequence,  as  reported  by  the 
U.S.  '.feather  Bureau©    Forest  Supervisor  Nave,  Prescott  National  Forest  reports 
that  since  the  first  of  November  there  has  been  more  precipitation  than  ordinarily, 
mostly  in  the  form  of  slew  rains 8     In  the  Prescott  area  the  soil  was  extremely 
dry  during  this  past  fall  and  absorbed  the  grea.ter  part  of  the  precipitation. 
Forest  Supervisor  Ewing,  Apache  National  Forest,  Springervillo ,  reports  the 
rainfall  over  the  past  months  as  belov;  normal  and  soil  moisture  generally  deficient 
throughout  eastern  Arizona*    However,  on  the  White  Mountain  Indian  Reservation 
soil  conditions  are  fair  to  good  as  reported  by  Ward  Kind re d0     Stream  flow  is 
somewhat  below  normal  for  this  time  of  year. 

Snow  Covers    At  this  time  the  snow  cover  in  the  mountain  areas,  G-ila  and  Salt  River 
drainages,  is  generally  light,  especially  for  elevations  below  6,000  to. 2,000  feet. 
There  is  about  10  inches  of  snow  on  the  north  slopes  above  6,000  ieet  in  the 
Prescott  area  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Springerville  there  is  no  snow  below  elevations 
?,000  feet  and  spotted  cover  on  the  higher  areas 0    The  snow  depth  on  the  Apache 
National  Forest  courses  is  more  than  twice  that  of  last  year  at  this  time  and 
contains  three  times  the  amount  of  water*    On  the  White  Mountain  Indian  Reservation 
conditions  are  reversed,  the  snow  depth  is  only  about  one-half  and  water  content 
seven  eights  as  compared  with  last  year.    On  Taylor  Creek,  Upper  G-ila,  in 
December,  the  higher  north  slopes  were  reported  to  be  covered,  suttearo  temperatures 
and  lev;  soil  moisture  conditions. 

Reservoir  storage;     On  January  15»  storage  in  the  principal  reservoirs  of  the 
Salt  River  Valley  Water  Users  Association  was  860,000  acre-fe?t.    A  year  ago  it 
was  1,050,000  acre~feet0    San  Carlos  reservoir  has  91>700  acre-feet  in  storage 
at  the  present  time  which  is  about  1/3  of  that  of  a  year  ago0    The  water  content 
of  the  snow  cover  on  the  headwaters  of  the  Gila  and  Salt  River  is  somewhat 
greater  than  a  year  ago,,    As  based  on  water  storage  in  snow:  the  runoff  for 
reservoir  filling  is  more  promising  than  it  was  last  year  at  this  time. 
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Issued  at  Fort  Collins,  Colorado,  January  19 ,  1 945, by  the  Division  cf  Irriga- 
tion, Soil  Conservation  Service,  IJCS,  Dept,  of  Agriculture,  in  cooperation  with  the 
UoS,  Forest  Service,  U..S.  Indian  Service,  U.S,  Weather  Bureau,  the  Salt  River  Valley 
Water  Users*  Association,  San  Carlos  Irrigation  and  Drainage  District  and  other 
agencies  and  irrigation  interests,  (I+325-U5) 


